
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Robert Dixon       

Department: Chemistry       Phone Number: (618) 650-3576 

E-mail Address: rdixon@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1652 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes five unfunded positions. 
 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [X] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
8. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   CHEM 296, 396, 496 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 0-2 SCH’s 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Chemistry Department and Biotechnology Laboratory Incubator and NCERC 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  

The design, synthesis and study of potential bio-probes for phosphorylated proteins, site and isoform specific DNA 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

Group Meetings are Mandatory  

 

   A. Journal Meeting-Sporadic throughout the semester  

   Each student will take a turn and provide the group with an article. You will hand the article to me on Wednesday 

and I will provide a photocopy of the article to be discussed prior to group meeting. Every student will read the 

journal article and be prepared to discuss the article. Discussion of the article will be initiate and monitored by the 

student who chose the article and instructors, but everyone's participation in the discussion is mandatory.  

   

   B. Research Meeting-Weekly throughout the semester  

   Be prepared to present and discuss your research results that have occurred since the previous meeting.  

 

   C. Individual Meetings-Weekly throughout the semester  

   Once a week an individual meeting will be assigned with you and your colleagues within your sub-group. This 

will allow a more individualized/detailed discussion of the day by day progress of your projects.  

     

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

General Goals for Research  

   1. Accomplish at least one true experiment per day, and two if possible.(Reaction, work up, column, etc.)  

   2. Contribute new and novel idea's/directions to your research.  

   3. I should be able to completely understand your project and your progress by reading your lab book and 3 ring 

binder of papers and data.  

   4. Start the habit of keeping up with the current chemical literature, particular in regards to your project.  

   5. Aid in the identification of potential funding sources.  

   6. Attend all group/literature/individual meetings.  

 

Requirements of Students 



 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

I can only select students who can be available for 8 hours a week anytime between 8AM&430PM 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Complete chem 120A or 121 

 

 


